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i WASHINGTON, June 24 — A Senate
' subcomnmittee today approved a bill that
would make it a crime to publish the iden«

_titiesof
telligence agencies, even if such identi-

ties. were deduced. trom nonsecret docu-

‘ments or had beery public inowledge. . -
* More than 100 professors at university

3
:

Jaw schools -around  the country
'signed a letter, made public today by or-
:ganizations opposed to the léfisladon, ex-
‘pressing a belief that the bill would vio-
'late the First Amendment protection of
-freedom of speech and of thepress, ~-. -
i The bill was favorably reported by the
Subcommittee on Security and Terrorism
of the Senate Judiciary Committes under

.2 procedure called *‘polling out a bill.”

Under this process, the subcommittee
members donot meet but instead express
their votes in signed letters. oo

All thres Republican members of the

‘subcornmittee ed the ‘‘agents’

P. East of North Carvlina and Orrin G.
Hatch of Utah. One Democrat, Joseph
Biden of Delaware, voted agaiast the bill

pending in the

" Similar legislation is
House. .. -, o

ol

agents of United States in- .

have -

support:
{identities bill.”” They were Jeremiah A.
Denton of Alabama, the chairman; John-

R,
and Patrick J. Leahy of Vermont ab-.
l l . K : Se

on-Agent Idenﬁﬁe§ ‘Advances’

\ By CHARLESMOHR
"7 SpecialtoTheNew York Times ...

- | more amendments tothe Senate bill when

-1tian- of two.recent articles in~The New R

‘|ance’” to the agency. Such sources

Such bills did notpass Congress last
year when they became buried in an ava---
lanche of last-minute business, but they 3
are believed to have very strong support
now; o ‘,,«v‘,‘:v E ,»...i',!;‘-'-"-_;;, e e

“ Senator Biden plans:to oifer one or -l

it is' considered and yoted on by the full .
ggdiciary Committee, which has 18 mems-- |
The legislation has aroused consider- 3
able’protest, particularly among civil.’
liberties advocates and journalists who 7}
believe it would inhibit the reporting of .;
abuses and illegal actions by intelligence-.
agencies. e hlee L
= It is conceivable, for instance, that if
such legislation were law now it might |
have set off prosecution for the publica- .

o

York Times Magazine about assistance |
given to Libyan terrorist operations by
former C.I.A.officers..The articles men-.
tioned the names of corporations that had
furnished special electronics and demoli-
tion equipment to the agency, and which :
were thus ‘‘sources aof operational assist- | -
arede-
fined as ‘‘covert agents” inthebills,: .. . |
Last year 60 law professors signed a

{lation
B

statement saying they believed the legis-
to bemmgnﬂongl.,; gi -
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